Requirements / General Information

The desire and open heart to support children and families are
among the most important criteria for becoming a Foster or
Adoptive Resource Parents. The ability to act as a positive role
model, parent, mentor, and constant support to children while
their families rebuild is the foundation of Resource Parenting.

Resource Parents are expected to demonstrate maturity and
stability during the temporary placement of a child allowing
the child to be protected and feel nurtured. They are able
to meet developmental goals of each child and maintain
family connections. This often requires the Resource Parent to
work directly with birth parents towards a reunification plan.

The prospective Resource Parent must meet these
minimum criteria:

% Must be at least ten (10) years older than the child to be
placed and if single, be at least 25 years of age

% Must participate in an information session at your local
DFCS or via the internet.
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Must successfully complete pre-service IMPACT Family
Centered Practice training

%+ Must complete a medical exam, finger print checks, as well|
as undergo both child welfare and criminal records checks
screenings. If you or any other adult household members
(over age 18) have not been a resident of Georgia for a
and Neglect registry of each state of prior residence

< Must provide proof of current residence and financial stability

Non-Discrimination Policy

Division of Family & Children Services (DFCS) shall ensure
that no individual is excluded from participation, be denied
benefits, or otherwise be subjected to discrimination under pro-
grams, services and activities for which DFCS has responsibil-
ity on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion,
or disability. DFCS is, therefore, required to make reasonable
maodifications in policies, practices, or procedures when modi-
fications are necessary to avoid discrimination on the basis of
disability.

Continued inside >

Demographics of Children in Foster Care

Children in foster care range between ages 0-18, and may have
faced traumatic experiences. These children need stability, love,
nurture, and support from an invested caregiver. Children in fos-
ter care can be placed in kinship homes, foster homes, adoptive
homes, private agencies, group homes, hospitals, or youth deten-
tions centers. Most often, these children return home or may be
placed with relatives. However, there are some children who may
not be reunified with family and become free for adoption.

If a child is available for adoption, the parents may have
volunteered to give up their parental rights, but usually these
rights were terminated by the court system due to abuse, neglect or
abandonment. Many of the children are in the adoptive category
of “Special Needs.”

What does “special needs” mean?

There are many children in the custody of the DHS awaiting adop-
tion who meet the definition of special needs for the purpose of
adoption.

Children who meet the definition of special needs for the purpose
of adoption include any child who:

% at the time of adoptive placement has been in the care of a
public or private agency or individual other than the legal or
biological parent for more than 24 consecutive months

% achild with a physical, mental, or emotional disability as vali-
dated by a licensed physician or psychologist a child who is a
member of a sibling group of two or more placed in the same
home

Contact us TODAY to hear more!

We welcome you to one of our scheduled Information Sessions to
learn more ways to serve! Can’t make it to the session - no problem!
We will be glad to meet you at times and locations that are most
convenient for you. Call us at (877) 210-KIDS or contact your lo-
cal DFCS office today to obtain the schedule for your area. You can
also visit our website at www.fostergeorgia.com to see how you can
participate on-line.

(877) 210-KIDS | www.fostergeorgia.com
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Yes! I am interested in becoming a
foster or adoptive parent.

Please follow up with me soon! -

(Please complete this section and return to your agency representative.)

First name Last name
Street address
City ZIP code

Phone # Email

Pm interested in learning more about:

becoming a foster parent
becoming an adoptive parent

ways to volunteer

(Tear off here.)




